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Who lives if India dies and who dies if India lives.
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Bhawna Arora

Changing Trends of Divorce in India

The worldwide trend of divorce in modern times is a growing social
problem which becomes aggravated and gaining ground after Independence
particularly when the right of divorce as a part of normal value system has
been granted through the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. Then again the
introduction of modern democratic and industrial social value, structure and
consequent modernization processes have liberalized men and women from
their traditional bonds and have paved the way for separation or dissolution
of martial bonds.

Meaning of Divorce

The word “divorce” in English is derived from the Latin word divortium
which again is derived from dis which means ‘apart’ and vertere which means
‘to turn’. Divorce is the dissolution of the tie of marriage.1 So, divorce is
the turning away of partners from each other. It truly is a complete turn from
the way of life the couple had so far.

Divorce in the proper and strict sense of the term means complete
rupture of the martial bond; the person’s divorced returning to their original
state of being free to marry. Divorce is the word we use to mean the legal
ending of a marriage. In the legal language, it might appear as a simple
phenomenon, but in practical life its implications are massive. Divorce
‘represents the end of the hopes that two people had for each other; it is
certificate that their relationship failed.’2

In this paper, attempts have been made to assess the nature and
emerging trend of familial disorganization in India after promulgation of the
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 and the Marriage laws (Amendment) Act, 1976.
The phenomenon of divorce in the traditional family system was beyond the
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